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PUBLIC USE DATA SET 

The European Seroconverter Study among Injecting Drug Users
The European Seroconverter Study among injecting drug users is a registry of HIV-1 infected injecting drug users with documented intervals of HIV-seroconversion obtained from 8 cohort studies. The prospective studies collaborating in the European Seroconverter Study are: the Valencian HIV Seroconversion Study; the Edinburgh Drug Addiction Study; the Edinburgh City Hospital Cohort Study; the Amsterdam Cohort Study among drug users; the Geneva HIV cohort study; the French SEROCO Study; the Scottish National Collaborative HIV testing Study from Glasgow, and the Innsbruck AIDS Study. An injecting drug user is defined as a person who, since 1979, had injected drugs before HIV-1 seroconversion.

The data set included here is that analysed in the following paper:

M. Prins and P.J Veugelers for the European Seroconverter Study and the Tricontinental Seroconverter Study. Comparison of progression and non-progression in injecting drug users with documented dates of HIV-1 seroconversion. AIDS 1997;11:621-631.

For details, all users should carefully review this manuscript. To maintain confidentiality, we have made some minor changes to the original data.

Remarks:

1. 
All dates have been rounded to the nearest month and are given in months since December 1969. For example 13=January 1971, 121=January 1980. In the original analyses, exact dates were used. Therefore, results may differ slightly between the original paper and this data set.

2.
Right-censoring: Event-free subjects are censored at the last date with information on AIDS-free and vital status. Information on AIDS cases and deaths were obtained from review of medical records and/or through matching with local and national registers at each study location. Depending on the closing date of each data file merged and taking into account reporting delay of registries, the censoring date was ultimately 1 January 1995. 

3.
Data from the Valencian cohort are not included in the public data set.

4.
AIDS was defined by the 1987 criteria of the Centers of Disease Control (CDC).

5.
Data from the homosexual men with documented dates of HIV-1 seroconversion registered in the Tricontinental Seroconverter Study can be found on the Internet under the heading: ‘Public use data set: The Tricontinental Seroconverter Study’.

Users of this data set should always acknowledge the European Seroconverter Study among injecting drug users. 

Data set

Data structure (freefield format)

Field:
Variable name:
Variable description and labels:
1

ID



Randomly generated unique identifier (not related to the original identifiers in the participating cohort studies)

2

Site



Study site

1 Amsterdam

2 Edinburgh

3 Geneva

4 Other (Paris, Glasgow, Innsbruck)

3

Sex



Gender



1 male

2 female

4

Negdate


Date of the last negative HIV test

5

Posdate


Date of the first positive HIV test

6

Age



Age (truncated) at the first positive test

7

Entrytime

Date of study entry into the cohort

8

AIDS


Indicator for diagnosis of AIDS

0
Still AIDS-free at the end of the follow-up for AIDS

1
AIDS

9

Event


AIDS-defining condition (1987 CDC AIDS case definition)

0
Still-AIDS free at the end of the follow-up for AIDS

1
KS

2
Opportunistic infection

3 
Other

10

Aidstime


Date of AIDS or end of the follow-up for AIDS

11

Death


Indicator for death 

0
Still alive at the end of the survival follow-up 

1 
Deceased

12

Deathtime

Date of death of end of the survival follow-up
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